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and proceeded to explain with great eloquence the neces-
sity of assuring the peace of Europe by entirely new
methods, expressing the conviction that this object
could only be attained by a union of the three great con-
tinental Powers, Russia, Germany and France, directed
explicitly against England. Not thinking for a moment
that he had anything in mind beyond a sort of paradox
or political Utopia, I replied that such a plan would be
undoubtedly admirable if one could bring it to pass, but
that a grouping of the Powers named appeared to me
impossible, for the simple reason that France, in the
actual state of affairs, would never consent to join it.
My reply appeared to displease the Emperor, who
insisted upon knowing the reasons upon which I based
my opinion ; consequently I could do no else than
explain in the most prudent terms at my command that
France was divided from Germany by a deep abyss,
created by the loss of Alsace-Lorraine, and that until
that abyss was filled up the French people would never
be the friends of the Germans.
At these words, the Emperor's displeasure developed
into unmistakable anger, and it was in a voice almost
beyond his control that he made this most astonishing
declaration :
"The question of Alsace-Lorraine," he cried, "I
consider to be not only non-existent at the present hour,
but as having been cut out for all time by the French
people themselves. I threw down the glove to France,
& propos of the Moroccan affair, and she dared not pick
it up ; having then declined to fight Germany, France
has renounced for good and all any claims she may have
had in respect of her lost provinces."
I thought at first that this outburst was merely one of
the boutades for which the Kaiser was famous, but I